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St. Pope John Paul II, Adams Visitation Report – September 24, 2019
The Bishop’s Parish Visitation
The purpose of a parish visitation is to help me be better aware of the
situations and challenges facing the parishes and missions of the Diocese of
Springfield. The visit also allows me the opportunity to provide guidance,
encouragement, assistance and direction to support the ongoing effectiveness
of ministry in and among the parishes of the diocese. Finally, a pastoral visit
affords me a way to appreciate and affirm the abundant, ongoing grace of God
evident in the faith and witness of the Church in the communities of the Diocese
of Springfield.
With these purposes in mind, I thank your pastor, Fr. Montesanti, the
parish staff; councils and committees, and all concerned with this visit for their
consideration and cooperation with me and members of the diocesan staff.
Introduction:
St. Pope John Paul II parish was established in 2009. The parish was
created by the amalgamation of the 3 Adams parishes: St. Stanislaus of Kostka,
Notre Dame and St. Thomas.
Today each facility is used for some part of the parish life and continues
the mission of Jesus. St. Stanislaus and Notre Dame are used for weekly Mass,
St. Thomas is used as the charity center for the area and the two school
buildings are still being used as centers of learning. St. Stanislaus School is used
as home for the parish school and Notre Dame School for the parish faith
formation program.
St. Stanislaus rectory is used as a home for retired Fr. William Cyr. Notre
Dame Rectory is home for the pastor, Fr. Montesanti. The former St Thomas
rectory is used as rental property referred to as the “manor.”
The parish property also includes a pavilion area which has kitchen and
gathering facilities.
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Commendations
Pastor
1. I commend Fr. Montesanti for the healing he has brought to the parish
after the difficult merger.
2. I commend Fr. Montesanti for bringing a very positive faith experience to
the people of the parish.
3. I commend Fr. Montesanti for his pastoral care of the people, particularly
those who are homebound and in nursing homes.
4. I commend Fr. Montesanti for his careful stewardship of the parish
finances and buildings.
5. I commend Fr. Montesanti for being willing to work with the different
parish leadership groups in looking for the best interests of the parish.

Secretary
1. I commend Laura Scholz for the great respect she shows for people who
come to visit the office.
2. I commend Laura for her work with those who come to plan funerals.
3. I commend Laura for the beautiful work she does with the bulletin.
4. I commend Laura for the support she gives to the safe environment
program.
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Faith Formation
1. I thank Molly Meczywor for her honesty regarding the faith formation
program.
2. I commend the parish for involving the Faith Formation students in many
service projects: walk for water; the fall festival; collections for troops;
Easter egg hunt; children’s pageant; pancake breakfast; making prayer
books; and children’s Masses.
Child and Youth Protection
1. I commend Mr. Rogge for his long term commitment to the child and
youth protection program for the parish.
2. I commend Mr. Rogge for his efforts to see that all volunteers are
provided clear guidance and directions on policies and procedures.
Finance Committee
1. I commend Lary Grossman and Laura Scholz for their ability to work
together for the good of the parish.
2. I commend the members of finance team for their knowledge of and
commitment to the parish finances.
3. I commend the finance team for their foresight in opening the “Manor”
house for rentals.
Manor House Volunteers
1. I commend the volunteers who work to keep the “Manor” house a
beautiful place for the people who visit.
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Parish Council
1. I commend the parish council for all the work they do to care for the
Charity Center, fund raisers and the many other activities the parish holds
in the course of a year.

Recommendations
St. Pope John Paul II is a unique community trying to be faithful to its
mission. In light of the learning from the visit, the following recommendations
are offered to the parish leadership. I suggest that you continue to dialogue
with your pastor as you consider these areas for thought and action. Of course,
my office and all the Diocesan offices continue to be available to the parish for
support and cooperation in your ministry.
Pastor
1. I recommend that Fr. Montesanti continue to recruit parishioners to
become more actively engaged in the ministries of the parish.
2. I recommend that Fr. Montesanti continue evangelization efforts with the
parishioners to reach out to those who have stopped their practice of the
faith because of past hurts and indifference.
Secretary
1. I recommend that Laura Scholz continue her efforts to make people feel
welcomed in the parish and respond to their needs in her gracious manor.
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Faith Formation
1. I recommend that textbooks be used in the Faith Formation classrooms to
provide USCCB approved instruction along with their many service
projects. The Office of Faith Formation can provide assistance with
choosing materials.
2. I recommend looking into alternative sacramental preparation programs
outside of Dynamic Catholic.
3. I recommend that the 2nd grade class be separated from the 1st grade
class so that there is more direct preparation for the Sacraments of
Reconciliation and First Eucharist.
4. I recommend updating the current website, specifically changing the
words “CCD” to “Faith Formation” and replacing information of the
S.E.E.D. and Called to Protect programs with the Circle of Grace program.
5. I recommend that Molly Meczywor attend the Circle of Grace training on
October 26th, 8am at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament in Westfield.
6. I recommend that Molly Meczywor begin the process of Catechetical
Leadership Certification beginning with the first training scheduled
November 7th at either St. Ann’s in Lenox (10am) or St. Charles in
Pittsfield (6:00pm).
7. I recommend that if Molly is unable to proceed with her position of
Catechetical Leader, that the parish works with the Office of Faith
Formation in finding a suitable replacement.
Child Advocate
1. I recommend that the parish DRE and school principal; attend training for
implementation of Circle of Grace Safe environment curriculum for
children and youth.
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Parish Council
1. I recommend a member for the finance team be added to the parish
council.

Thank you to all who have cooperated in this visitation process. I feel very
encouraged by the faith and energy I discovered at this parish and I look
forward to working with you for the glory of God and the benefit of all the
people of your area. Be assured of my prayers for all involved in your parish as
you work together into the future on your faith mission.
Sincerely,
+ Mitchell T. Rozanski

